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  National Response Team Member Meeting: 
Deepwater Horizon/Gulf of Mexico Incident-Specific Call 

Action Items and Decisions Reached 
  
Date:  May 20, 2010 
Time:  11:00 AM (EDT)  
Location: Conference Call only (1-800-320-4330) 
 
Prior attendees and likely continuing participants 
Notes:  Confirmed meeting participants are listed below in bold text.  Roll call is limited to National 

Response Team (NRT) Member Agency Representatives only. 
Agency   Name  Phone   E-mail 
NRT Member Representatives (“Mem.” denotes Member & “Alt.” denotes alternate member) and Member Agency Principals 
Environmental Protection Agency  
Administrator  Lisa Jackson  Not Provided  Not Provided 
Assistant Administrator   Robert Perciasepe  Not Provided  Not Provided 
Region 4 Administrator  Stan Meiberg  Not Provided  Not Provided 
Chief of Staff  Diane Thompson  Not Provided  Not Provided 
Associate Administrator, Office of 
Homeland Security  Debbie Dietrich  Not Provided  dietrich.debbie@epa.gov 

Assistant Administrator of OSWER  Mathy Stanislaus  Not Provided  Not Provided 
Principal Deputy  Assistant 
Administrator of OSWER  Barry Breen   Not Provided  Not Provided 

NRT Chair, NRT Incident-
Specific Vice Chair Mem. Dana Tulis  202-564-7938  tulis.dana@epa.gov 

EPA Alt. Mark Mjoness  202-564-1976  mjoness.mark@epa.gov 
US Coast Guard 
Commandant & National Incident 
Commander   Admiral Thad Allen  Not Provided  Not Provided 

Deputy National Incident 
Commander  Rear Admiral Peter 

Neffenger  Not Provided  Not Provided 

Federal On-Scene Coordinator  Rear Admiral Mary E. 
Landry  Not Provided  Not Provided 

Atlantic Area  Rear Admiral James Watson  Not Provided  Not Provided 
Director of Prevention Policy  Rear Admiral Kevin Cook  Not Provided  Not Provided 
Director of Response Policy  Rear Admiral Paul Zukunft  Not Provided  Not Provided 
Assistant Commandant for Marine 
Safety, Security, and Stewardship  Rear Admiral Brian Salerno  Not Provided  Not Provided 

RRT USCG Co-Chair  CAPT James Hanzalik  Not Provided  Not Provided 
NRT Vice Chair, NRT Incident-
Specific Chair Mem. CAPT Anthony Lloyd   202-372-2231  anthony.s.lloyd@uscg.mil 

NRT Incident-Specific Alternate 
Chair Alt. CDR Edward Bock  202-372-2234  edward.l.bock@uscg.mil 

Department of Homeland Security 
Secretary   Janet Napolitano  Not Provided  Not Provided 
Deputy Secretary   Jane Lute  Not Provided  Not Provided 
Assistant Secretary of 
Intergovernmental Programs  Juliette Kayyem   Not Provided  Not Provided 

Office of General Counsel  Ivan Fong  202-282-8359  ivan.fong@hq.dhs.gov 
Office of Public Affairs  Shawn Smith  Not Provided  Not Provided 
Office of Public Affairs  Clark Stevens  Not Provided  Not Provided 
Office of Legislative Affairs  Shawnee Wiggins  Not Provided  Not Provided 
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Federal Emergency Management Agency 
Deputy Response Director  Bob Fenton  Not Provided  Not Provided 
Acting Chief, Response 
Coordination Branch  Vicki Laird   Not Provided  Not Provided 

FEMA  Response Watch Center 
(S. Lee)  Not Provided  Not Provided 

Executive Officer 
FCO Operations  Mike Lapinski  202-646-3206  michael.lapinski@dhs.gov 

FEMA Mem. Tom Smith  202-646-4542  tom.smith1@fema.gov 
FEMA Alt. Konstanty “Mike” Kaminski   Not Provided  konstanty.kaminski@dhs.gov 
FEMA  Sandra Lee  Not Provided  Not Provided 
Department of Defense/ Navy Supervisor of Salvage 
Office of the Deputy Assistant 
Secretary for DSCA  Not Provided  Not Provided  Not Provided 

National Military Command 
Center  Not Provided  Not Provided  Not Provided 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of 
Defense for Homeland Defense  Theresa Whelan or designee  Not Provided  Not Provided 

US Army Corps of Engineers   Mark Clark or designee  Not Provided  Not Provided 

NORTHCOM  Rear Admiral (RDML) 
Daniel Abel or designee  Not Provided  Not Provided 

Deputy Director of Salvage  Michael Dean  Not Provided  Not Provided 
DOD/Navy SUPSALV Mem. CAPT Patrick Keenan  202-781-0731  patrick.keenan@navy.mil 
DOD/Navy SUPSALV Alt. Rich Buckingham  202-781-0465  richard.buckingham@navy.mil 
Department of Energy       
Secretary of Energy  Dr. Steven Chu  Not Provided  Not Provided 
DOE Mem. Alan Remick  202-586-8312  alan.remick@nnsa.doe.gov 
DOE  Alt. Lori Thomas  202-586-5170  lori.thomas@hq.doe.gov 
Department of the Interior       
Secretary of the Interior  Ken Salazar  Not Provided  Not Provided 
Deputy Secretary of the Interior  David J. Hayes  Not Provided  Not Provided 
Assistant Secretary for Policy, 
Management and Budget  Rhea Suh  Not Provided  Not Provided 

Director of Congressional Affairs  Christopher Mansour  Not Provided  Not Provided 
DOI Mem. Dr. Willie R. Taylor  202-208-3891  willie_taylor@ios.doi.gov 
DOI Alt. David Behler  202-208-4305  david_behler@ios.doi.gov 
Department of Justice       
Assistant Attorney General  
Environment and Natural Resources 
Division 

 Ignacia Moreno  Not Provided  Not Provided 

Assistant Attorney General  
Chief of Staff  Brian Martinez  Not Provided  Not Provided 

DOJ Mem. Jim Payne  202-514-3473  james.payne2@usdoj.gov 
DOJ Alt. Peter Frost  202-616-4000  peter.frost@doj.gov 
DOJ  Stacy Soler  Not Provided  Not Provided 
Department of State       
Office of Ocean and Polar Affairs, 
Bureau of Oceans and International 
Environmental and Scientific 
Affairs 

 Elizabeth Kim  Not Provided  Not Provided 

Deputy Assistant Secretary for 
Oceans and Fisheries  Ambassador David Balton  Not Provided  Not Provided 

Office of Economic Policy and 
Summit Coordination  Francis Colon  Not Provided  Not Provided 

Bureau of Western Hemisphere 
Affairs  Ryan Night  Not Provided  Not Provided 
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DOS  Tom Pierce  Not Provided  Not Provided 
Office of Economic Policy and 
Summit Coordination, Bureau of 
Western Hemisphere Affairs 

 Christina Hawkins  Not Provided  Not Provided 

DOS Mem. Sherry Sykes  202-647-3879  sykessz@state.gov 
DOS Alt. LCDR Trent Warner  202-647-3946  warnerjt@state.gov 
Department of Transportation       
Deputy Secretary  John D. Porcari  Not Provided  Not Provided 
Senior Maritime Safety and 
Security Advisor to the Secretary  Byron Black  Not Provided  Not Provided 

Director, Office of Intelligence, 
Security, and Emergency Response  Michael Lowder  Not Provided  Not Provided 

DOT Mem. Tonya Schreiber  202-366-1634  tonya.schreiber@dot.gov 
DOT Alt. John Hess  202-366-4461  john.hess@dot.gov 
General Services Administration       
Chief, Office of Emergency 
Response and Recovery  Darren Blue   Not Provided  Not Provided 

GSA Mem. Kathy Montgomery  202-501-0012  kathy.montgomery@gsa.gov 
GSA Alt. Kirstin Smith  202-219-3263  kirstin.smith@gsa.gov 
Department of Health and Human Services 
HHS Mem. RADM Scott Deitchman  770-488-7145  Sed2@cdc.gov 
HHS Alt. Jim Holler  770-488-3358  Jsh2@cdc.gov 
Department of Labor/Occupational Safety and Health Administration 
Assistant Secretary of Labor for 
Occupational Safety and Health  Dr. David Michaels  Not Provided  Not Provided 

DOL/OSHA Mem. John Ferris  202-693-1973  ferris.john@dol.gov 
DOL/OSHA  Reginald Richards  202-693-2288   richards.reginald@dol.gov 
Department of Commerce/National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration 
Under Secretary of Commerce for 
Oceans and Atmosphere  Dr. Jane Lubchenco  Not Provided  Not Provided 

Deputy Under Secretary of 
Commerce for Oceans and 
Atmosphere 

 Monica Medina  Not Provided  Not Provided 

Deputy Under Secretary of 
Commerce for Oceans and 
Atmosphere 

 Mary M. Glackin   Not Provided  Not Provided 

Deputy Chief, Emergency Response 
Division, Office of Response and 
Restoration 

  Mark Dix  Not Provided  Not Provided 

NOAA Chief of Staff  Margaret Spring  Not Provided  Not Provided 
DOC/NOAA Mem. William “Bill” Conner  301-713-2989  william.conner@noaa.gov 
DOC/NOAA  David Westerholm  Not Provided  Not Provided 
US Nuclear Regulatory Commission 
US Nuc. Reg. Com. Mem. Brian McDermott  301-415-7482  bjm@nrc.gov 
US Nuc. Reg. Com.  Jason Kozal  301-415-6231  jason.kozal@nrc.gov 
US Department of Agriculture       
Deputy Director, Office of 
Homeland Security and Emergency 
Coordination 

 Sheryl Maddux  Not Provided  Not Provided 

Deputy Chief of Staff, Secretary of 
Agriculture  Carole Jett  Not Provided  Not Provided 

Chief of Staff  Doug O’Brian  Not provided  Not provide 
Director, Office of Procurement and 
Property Managmement  Lisa Wilusz  Not Provided  Not Provided 

USDA Mem. Blake Velde  202-205-0906  blake.velde@dm.usda.gov 
USDA Alt. Brenda Styer-Gee  202-260-0262  Brenda.styer-gee@dm.usda.gov 
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NRT Executive Director  
EPA  Mike Faulkner  202-564-1978  faulkner.mike@epa.gov 
White House  
Special Assistant to the President 
for Homeland Security and Senior 
Director for Continuity Policy 

 Richard Reid  Not Provided  Not Provided 

National Security Council  Deputy 
Assistant to the President  Heidi Avery  Not Provided  Not Provided 

Representative for White House 
Chief of Staff  Sarah Feinberg  Not Provided  Not Provided 

British Petroleum (BP) 
BP 
Chief Operating Officer  Doug Suttles  Not Provided  Not Provided 

Contributing Agency Representatives 
NOAA 
Scientific Support Coordinator  Charlie Henry  Not Provided  Not Provided 

NOAA 
Scientific Support Coordinator  Steve Lehmann  Not Provided  Not Provided 

MMS Regional Director MMS Gulf 
of Mexico  Lars Herbst  Not Provided  Not Provided 

GSA  Alan Messinger  Not Provided  Not Provided 
HHS  Rich Nickle   Not Provided  Ran2@cdc.gov 
USCG  Samuel McIntyre  202-372-2262  samuel.j.mcintyre@uscg.mil 
EPA  Roberta Runge  202-564-1973  runge.roberta@epa.gov 
SRA for EPA  Michael Lengle  703-284-6086  michael_lengle@sra.com 
SRA for EPA   Frances Walsh  703-284-6093   frances_walsh@sra.com 

 
Note: If in attendance, the responsible party (RP) is asked to leave the room by ADM Landry or her 
representative during sensitive discussions.   
Note: Action items are indicated in bold italicized text.   
 
INTRODUCTION 
• US Coast Guard (USCG) CDR Ed Bock, who was sitting in for CAPT Anthony 

Lloyd, opened the conference call and welcomed participants.  
 
SITUATION BRIEF 
Operational Update 
The operational update was provided by Deputy National Incident Commander (NIC) 
RADM Peter Neffenger.  

SubSurface Response Status 
• The riser insertion tube tool is working successfully. It is estimated that the riser 

tube tool is collecting approximately 3,000 barrels of oil a day. 
• There are additional riser tools that will be used as backup if the tube tool fails.  
• The leak in the riser just above the blow out preventer (BOP) is still leaking. A 

second, smaller crack has developed which is also leaking.  
• The ‘well kill’ operation is expected to occur between May 23-26. The ‘well kill’ 

will take two to three days to complete.  
On Water Recovery Status    
• Six in situ burns (ISB) were completed on May 19, 2010. More ISBs are 

scheduled for today. 
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• Skimming efforts are ongoing. It is estimated that 11,800 barrels of oily water 
mix was recovered yesterday.  

• No air dispersants were applied yesterday.  3,600 gallons of surface dispersants 
were applied by vessel. 

• 3,500 gallons of subsea dispersant were applied.  
• As of today, 1.4 million feet of boom has been assigned. Response teams are 

working to close the gap of required boom noted in the Louisiana area 
contingency plan. The gap should be closed by early next week. 

Shoreline Response 
• Thick black oil has been reported along the shoreline of the marshes in Louisiana. 

Ribbons of black oil are coming on shore, most likely resulting from times when 
inclement weather prohibited on-water recovery work.  

• ‘Containment donuts’ are being used to contain the oil along the shorelines to 
ensure it does not impact the marshes.  

• There were 15 tar ball samples taken in Key West; the first five samples that have 
been tested show that they are not oil from the BP spill. There are no test results 
yet for the other ten samples. 

Communications Update 
• Responders are coordinating with the Joint Information Center (JIC) to provide 

video and photo coverage of onshore cleanup crews along the marshes in 
Louisiana.  

• Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) Administrator Lisa Jackson issued a 
memo on May 19, 2010 requesting that BP investigate the use of other dispersant 
types. 

• This morning, EPA Administrator Jackson did local television interviews 
covering the BP spill; she will do more national-level interviews this afternoon.  

• Efforts are ongoing to ensure consistent updating of the daily fact sheets—
amending to meet the needs of the dynamic situation. 

• NRT Incident-Specific Vice Chair Dana Tulis, noted that the EPA posted dispersant 
information and data on the EPA incident-specific Web page.  

Legal Affairs Update 
• A joint letter from EPA Administrator Jackson and Secretary of Homeland 

Security Janet Napolitano to BP is under final review. The letter directs BP to 
publish all oil spill data and related information and includes an attachment 
describing the process.  The letter could be signed and distributed as early as May 
20, 2010.   

• Legal Affairs continues to brief staff at the Capitol on proposed changes to the Oil 
Spill Liability Trust Fund (OSLTF), to include the liability limit and if the spill 
could be classified as more than one incident. 

Intergovernmental Affairs Update 
• DHS Office of Public Affairs (OPA) continues to address questions being raised 

by governors concerning the Loop Current and the oil trajectory. Yesterday, a 
conference call was held with representatives from all the states along the Atlantic 
Seaboard to ensure they understood the implications of oil potentially reaching 
the Loop Current.  
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• The World Health Organization (WHO) has been notified about the situation and 
potential human health issues. There have been no human health issues reported. 
The Department of Health and Human Services, along with other Federal 
agencies is working with state and local officials concerning health risk 
messaging.  

• The NIC interagency solutions group consists of representation from 18-19 
Federal agencies. At this time, the interagency group at the NIC has formed 
several subgroups, to include a flow rate technical team, an alternative technology 
assessment team, and a subsurface sampling team.  

• The issue of the location of submerged oil and soiled ships has been raised and is 
a particular concern to those delivering oil. This issue has been passed to the NIC 
interagency solutions group.  

Congressional Affairs 
• This week, there have been a total of five Committee hearings on the oil spill; 

next week, there will be at least four hearings.  
• Senator Richard Durbin of Illinois and other Senators are requesting a visit to 

Louisiana on Monday, May 25.  
Additional Note 

• At this time, Louisiana Governor Bobby Jindal’s proposal of the barrier island 
dredging is not being considered as a preferred response approach and not an 
appropriate response measure for this spill.  RADM Neffenger stated that he is 
assuming that NRT member agencies are in agreement unless stated otherwise. 
The conclusion and rationale will be presented to the Administration for their 
concurrence.  

NEXT CALL 
• NRT Members meeting: May 21, 2010, 11:00 AM (EDT)  
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